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	Ein cyf / Our ref: 020/19/FOI

	Dyddiad / Date: 17th April 2019






You asked us:

1. Any 'no deal' Brexit impact assessments carried out by the Health Board.

In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, this letter acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17 of the Act.  The Health Board can confirm that it does hold the information, however it is withholding this information for the following reasons:

Freedom of Information Act 2000, Part II – Exempt Information

Section 29 - The Economy
The Health Board believes the release of this information could cause premature financial harm, be detrimental to the economic interests of the Health Board in North Wales and so putting the public wellbeing at risk. The disclosure of this information could jeopardise the ability of the Health Board to enter into arrangements with providers and therefore reduce the ability to obtain the best value for money and maintain the services provided.

Section 29 of the Act states:  Information is exempt information if its disclosure under this Act would, or would be likely to, prejudice:
            
· The economic interests of the United Kingdom or of any part of the United Kingdom,
or
· The financial interests of any administration in the United Kingdom, as defined by section 28(2).

The Public Interest Test 
In considering the application of the Section 29 exemption it is necessary to consider the balance of the public interest for and against disclosure.

Public Interest for disclosure
The public have an interest in the risks to the Health Board associated with leaving the European Union without a deal.

Public Interest against disclosure
Disclosure would impact on the Health Board being able to manage risks and impact on the ability to negotiate and obtain the best value for money in the event of a no deal exit.

The balance of the public interest
Therefore, the Health Board considers that maintaining financial stability and the ability to negotiate with providers to maintain the services provided in North Wales in the event of a no deal exit outweighs the benefit in the release of this information. 

However, under the Health Board’s obligation to advise and assist, we are able to provide the following information:

Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board (BCUHB) has identified a potential risk relating to the impact of “no deal” exit from the European Union which is recorded in Corporate Risk Register, reference number CRR18.  The Corporate Risk Register is routinely published on the Health Board’s internet site and was recently reviewed during the Health Board meeting in January 2019.  A link to which is provided below:

http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/documents/861/Agenda%20bundle%20Health%20Board%2024.1.19%20%20Public%20V1.0%20with%20Ablett%20Appendices%20removed%20for%20web.pdf 

As part of the Health Board’s Risk Management Strategy, this risk will be reviewed and updated on a regular basis, followed by publication on the main Health Board website, therefore under our obligation to advise and assist, please find the link below: 

http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/861/page/96224

A briefing paper titled “European Union Transition” was also published for the Strategy, Partnerships and Population Health Committee on the 5th February 2019 which described the high level risks and issues.  This paper is published on the Health Board’s website and can be accessed from the following link:  

http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/documents/861/Agenda%20SPPHC%205.2.19%20v1.0.pdf

2. If any confidentiality agreement has been placed on BCUHB as a means of not disclosing this information, please provide a copy of that agreement.

No confidentiality agreement has been placed on the Health Board in relation to non-disclosure of this information.
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